SUMMARY A woman with rheumatoid arthritis developed persistent sterile drainage from a cutaneous fistula after biopsy of an inflamed supraclavicular mass. Radiographs showed several cavities in the underlying clavicle. Inability to culture a pathogen and failure of the fistula to heal despite empirical courses of antibiotic therapy led to surgical intervention. The final diagnosis, based on careful histological analysis by special staining techniques, was rheumatoid bursitis extending into the clavicle and to the skin surface.
fistula with the intraosseous cavities, partial filling by the contrast agent of soft-tissue cavities between the clavicle and the coracoid process ( An excisional biopsy of the bone and soft tissue was performed. The preoperative diagnosis was osteomyelitis of the right clavicle in association with soft-tissue abscesses. Surgical exploration showed that the entire distal third of the clavicle was enveloped by an inflammatory process. Although the acromioclavicular joint was not involved, a large mass of inflamed tissue surrounded the coracoid process. The involved portions of the clavicle and adjacent soft tissues were excised, and bacteriological and fungal cultures of the excised tissue were initiated.
Histological sections of the surgical specimen showed a large bursa with finger-like extensions penetrating the clavicle (Fig. 2A) . The bursal wall consisted of dense fibrous connective tissue infiltrated by moderate numbers of lymphocytes and plasma cells and containing some lymph follicles. The lining of the bursa consisted of hyperplastic synovium (Fig. 2B) We believe that this is the first report of a sterile cutaneous rheumatoid fistula in the absence of neighbouring joint disease. The histological sections revealed that the source of the fistula was an inflamed bursa ( Fig. 2) which had eroded into the clavicle (Fig. 1A) . The appearance of the bursa in the sinogram was most consistent with an incompletely opacified subcoracoid bursa (Fig. 1B) . Additional fistulae extended from the bursa to the adjacent soft tissues and to cavities in the clavicle. 
